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Board of Directors And Officers 

Diana Wilson, President 

Bernie Bartholow, Vice President 

Gerry Bermel, Secretary/Treasurer 

Mike Allenbaugh, Membership 

 

E-mail: muscatinelandlords@machlink.com 

www.muscatinelandlords.org 

1103 Halstead St, Muscatine IA 52761 

Phone: 563-264-2077 

Program for May 21 Meeting: 

Turning Judgments in to CA$H!  
John Dutcher from Landlords of Black Hawk will present 
an open discussion on when to go for a Small Claims Case. 
The costs, materials, facts and presentation you need to 
win.  

After you have won a judgment, when to garnish and how. 
Bank or Wage Garnishments, the advantages, forms, time 
and rewards.  

Debtors Exam, a great tool! How & when. In addition, locat-
ing people, the social media.  

Des Moines, May 7, 2012—Iowans who choose 
to represent themselves in small claims court 
will find it easier to do so with the help of new, 
easy-to-use forms. The Iowa Supreme Court 
approved a large number of new forms to help 
Iowans navigate the ins and outs of a small 
claims court case, from beginning to end. The 
court also updated some existing forms by mak-

ing them easier to understand and use. 

"More and more people are going to court with-
out the assistance of lawyers. Representing your-
self is never an easy thing to do. However, the 
new forms should help," said Iowa Court of Ap-
peals Judge David Danilson, who is co-chair of 
the committee that designed the forms. "These 
forms are all a person needs to complete a rou-
tine small claims case without the aid of a law-

yer." 

The small claim process is a low-cost, simple 
process for resolving civil disputes without go-
ing through extensive court proceedings. In a 

small claims case, a person can file a suit for 
nearly any civil claim against another party, such 
as for breach of contract, damages suffered in an 
accident, and landlord tenant disputes, so long as 
the claim is for $5000 or less. Small claims cases 
are tried before a judge, not a jury, and without 
strict regard to the technicalities of rules of pro-
cedure. More information about small claim 
procedures is available on the Iowa Judicial 
Branch website at: http://www.iowacourts.gov/
Representing_Yourself/Civil_Law/

Small_Claims/. 

The new and updated forms may be used starting 
today. Lawyers and litigants currently using the 
old forms may continue to do so through June 
30. Beginning July 1, 2012, the new forms must 
be used exclusively in all small claims cases. 
The forms are available on the Iowa Judicial 
Branch website at: http://www.iowacourts.gov/
Court_Rules_and_Forms/

Recent_Amendments__New_Rules/ . 

Everyone is invited to the open Board Meet-
ings at 6:30 PM. You are encouraged to come 
early and stay afterwards to share your ideas 
or comments over refreshments. I find that the 
networking we have within our group is a 

great benefit! 

Please remember to pay your dues promptly— 
look at the list on page 2. You can pay them at 
the May meeting or mail the renewal form on 

the back to our address. 

Thanks for your continued support. 

Message from the Muscatine Landlords President, 
Diana Wilson 

�ew Forms Help Iowans Who Represent Them-

selves in Small Claims Court 



Dues Are Due!Dues Are Due!Dues Are Due!Dues Are Due!    
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The difference between the possible and the impossible lies in a person’s determination. 

Beard, JoAnn & Dennis 12/1/2011 $45.00 L 

Bowers, Deborah & David 6/30/2011 $45.00 L 

Curtis Pest Control 9/30/2011 $30.00 V 

Finchum, Mary Jo 2/9/2012 $45.00 L 

Fisher, Don 6/30/2012 $45.00 L 

Goody, Linda 6/1/2012 $45.00 L 

Hahn, Jim 6/30/2012 $45.00 L 

The court may decide to grant a judgment to the creditor. A judg-
ment is a declaration by a court that the creditor has the legal right 
to demand a wage garnishment, a levy on the debtor’s bank ac-
counts, and a lien on the debtor’s property. A creditor that is 
granted a judgment is called a "judgment-creditor." Which of these 

tools the creditor will use depends on the circumstances.  

Iowa Wage Garnishment  

The most common method used by judgment-creditors to enforce 
judgments is wage garnishment, in which a judgment creditor 
would contact the debtor’s employer and require the employer to 
deduct a certain portion of the debtor's wages each pay period and 

send the money to the creditor.  

In most states, creditors are allowed to garnish between 10% and 
25% of your wages, with the percentage allowed being determined 
by each state. Garnishment of Social Security benefits or pensions 
for consumer debt is not allowed under Iowa or federal law. 
(Chapter 627.6(8), 627.8, 97A.12, 411.13, 410.11) Garnishment 
may be allowed for child support. (Iowa Code sections 410.11, 

97A.12, 411.13)  

In Iowa, wage garnishment is allowed under Iowa Chapter 642, 
537.5105 and federal law 15 U.S.C. 1673(a). If the judgment-
creditor is aware of the debtor's place of employment, it may seek 
wage garnishment. Under federal law, the garnishment applies to 
25% of the debtor's net take home pay, (i.e. gross pay less statuto-
rily mandated deductions). Garnishment can occur only after the 

person being garnished has received a 10-day’s notice.  

However, under Iowa 642.21, the maximum amount of em-
ployee’s earnings that may be garnished during one calendar year 
is $250 for each judgment creditor (regardless of the number of 
judgments) except as provided in 252D and 598.22, 598.23, and 
627.12 (involve collecting delinquent court-ordered support, 
which are not subject to annual restrictions), or if earnings are 
greater than $12,000 for the calendar year, or if the garnishment is 

for a tax lien:  

$12,000-$15,999: $400 garnished  

$16,000-$23,999: $800  

$24,000-$34,999: $1500  

$35,000-$49,999: $2000  

$50,000 or more: Not more than 10% of earnings  

Iowa Bank Account Levy  

A levy means that the creditor has the right to take whatever 
money in a debtor’s account and apply the funds to the balance of 
the judgment. Again, the procedure for levying bank accounts, as 
well as what amount, if any, a debtor can claim as exempt from the 
levy, is governed by state law. Many states exempt certain 
amounts and certain types of funds from bank levies, so a debtor 
should review his or her state's laws to find if a bank account can 
be levied. In Iowa, levy is allowed under Iowa Code Chapter 626, 
and specifically 626.22, 626.24, and 626.50. General exemptions 
for bankruptcy, garnishment, attachment, and execution can be 
found in Chapter 627. Under section 522(n) the maximum aggre-
gate value of assets in individual retirement accounts that is ex-

empted is $1,095,000 ($1,171,650 after April 1, 2010).  

Lien in Iowa  

A lien is an encumbrance -- a claim -- on a property. For example, 
if the debtor owns a home, a creditor with a judgment has the right 
to place a lien on the home, meaning that if the debtor sells or refi-
nance the home, the debtor will be required to pay the judgment 
out of the proceeds of the sale or refinance. If the amount of the 
judgment is more than the amount of equity in your home, then the 
lien may prevent the debtor from selling or refinancing until the 

debtor can pay off the judgment.  

Under Iowa Code 648.1, “'Lien' means a charge against or an in-
terest in property to secure payment of a debt or performance of an 
obligation, and includes a security interest created by agreement, a 
judicial lien obtained by legal or equitable process or proceedings, 
a common-law lien, or a statutory lien.” Iowa allows judgment-

creditors to place a lien on property, as per Iowa Code 626.33.  

Statute of Limitations on Iowa Judgment  

Each state has its own statute of limitations on judgments. Under 
Iowa Code 614, the Statute of limitations on federal or state judg-

ments in Iowa is 20 years.  

Recommendation  

Consult with an Iowa attorney experienced in civil litigation to get 
precise answers to your questions about liens, levies, and garnish-

ment in Iowa.  

Iowa Code Reference for Money Judgments 

Lake, Mike 6/30/2012 $45.00 L 

Muscatine Municipal Housing 11/30/2011 $45.00 L 

Nelson Electric 9/30/2011 $30.00 V 

Phillips, Pat & Rich 6/30/2012 $45.00 L 

Smock, Mike 1/24/2012 $45.00 L 

Tony’s Drain Cleaning 9/30/2011 $30.00 V 



Our Vendor Associate Members Appreciate Your Patronage 

Home, Auto, Life & Health 

Insurance is for renters too! 
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MLA Membership Benefits 

Muscatine Landlords, Inc., meets monthly, except for June, 
July, August, to provide networking, educational programs, and an 
opportunity to learn more about the investment property profession. 

Benefits: 

• Forms Kit 

• Monthly Newsletter 

• Free internet listing of available properties 

• Membership of Landlords of Iowa - Quarterly Newsletter   

 and Annual State Convention 

• Political Impact - Legislative updates by a lobbyist who 

 represents our landlords on a daily basis at the state capital 

• Networking with other landlords 

Don’t be pushed by your problems; be led by your dreams. 
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MUSCATINE LANDLORD ASSOCIATION,  INC.  

Diana Wilson, President 
Phone: 563-264-2077 
E-mail: 
muscatinelandlords@machlink.com 
www. muscatinelandlords.org 

1103 Halstead St. 
Muscatine, IA  52761 

Membership Application / Renewal 

*Each membership is entitled to two (2) members.    ___ New Member          ___ Renewal 

 

Member #1__________________________________________________________________________  

Member #2__________________________________________________________________________  

Business Name ______________________________________________________________________  

Mailing Address______________________________________________________________________  

Home Phone______________________________  Cell Phone _________________________________  

E-Mail _____________________________________________________________________________  

 

Membership description:   (    ) Owner                   (    ) Manager                

What type of rental property do you own/manage? 

               (    ) Single Family            (    ) Multi Family             (    ) Commercial         (    ) Other 

Are all your properties located in Muscatine?    (    ) Yes        (    ) No 

How many years have you been in the rental property business?  _______ 

What is the total number of rental units you own?  ____________        Manage? __________ 

Are there special issues you would like to see addressed?______________________________________  

Muscatine Landlords Association, Inc.,  is a member of Landlords of Iowa, Inc. 

Annual member dues are $45. $20.00 of this goes to LLIA and makes you also a member of that organization. 

Please sign this application and remit $45, 

 

Member #1______________________________________________________________________  Date____________ 

Member #2______________________________________________________________________  Date____________ 

Please fill out the application and bring to the next meeting or mail to the address on the left. 

Vendor Membership Application / Renewal 
Company Name ________________________________________________ 

Individual Primary Contact __________________________________________ 

Mailing Address ____________________________City _______________ State ____ ZIP _______ 

Phone (____)____________________ E-Mail _________________________ Website _________________________ 

Description of Products/Service _______________________________________________________________ 

Signature ______________________________________________________ 

As a vendor member of Muscatine Landlord Association, Inc., you are entitled to a free listing in the Monthly Newsletter. 

Your membership is good for one year from the date of the application.  

Fee: $30  Checks should be made payable to Muscatine Landlords and sent to 1103 Halstead St, Muscatine, IA  52761. 


